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tenian ? Why askest thou said the bawd ? I aske, quoth she, because the Lapsatenians doe worship Priapus: this spake she of simplicitie, not knowing what she was. Ah wretch answered he, knowest thou not that thou arte come into the house of a couetous bawd ? When Tharsia heard that, she fell downe at his feet and wept, saying: 0 master, take compassion vpon my virginity, and do not hire out my body for so vile a gaine. The bawd answered, knowest thou not, that neither bawd nor hangman do regard teares or prayers ? Then called he vnto him a certaine villaine which was gouernour ouer his maids, and said vnto him : Let this maiden be, decked in virgins apparell, pretious and costly, and write vpon her : whoseeuer defloureth Tharsia shal pay ten peeces of golde, and afterward she shall be common vnto the people for one peece at a time. The villaine fulfilled his masters commaundement, and the third day after that she was bought, shee was with great solemnitie conducted through the streete with musicke, the bawd himselfe with a great multitude going before, and so conueyed vnto the brothell house. When shee was come thither, Athanagoras the Prince disguising his head and face because hee woulde not be knowen, came first in vnto her; whome ' when Tharsia sawe, she threw her selfe downe at his feete, and saide vnto him : For the loue of God, Gentleman, take pkty on me, and by the name of God I adiure and charge you, that you do no violence vnto me, but bridle your lust, and hearken vnto my unhappy estate, and consider diligently from whence I am sprung. My father was poore Apollonius prince of Tyrus, whome force constrained to forsake his owne countrey. My mother was daughter to Altis-trates king of Pentapolis, who died in the birth of me, poore wretch, vpon the sea. My father also is dead as was supposed, which caused Dionisiades wife